CHAPTER VI
THE MIDDLE STAGE AND THE READER
A.—transition to the middle stage—the use
of pictures
Pictures at the Early Stage
we have already mentioned  the special advantage of
pictures for increasing the vocabulary which  can be
taught concretely or with the advantage of visual associa-
tions.   So long as the vocabulary is confined to these
ordinary class-room objects, actions, attributes or rela-
tions, which can be interpreted or practised concretely
on the spot, the supplementary aid of pictures can be
dispensed with.   Even at this stage, however, there is
no harm,  and may even be some advantage,   in the
occasional reference to a picture or photograph in cases
where the meaning of a common word, or rather its
associations, in an English mind, differ from those which
that word calls up in an Indian mind, and the differences
can be interestingly indicated in this manner.   The word
house, for example, is a case in point, so are words
like  street, well,   field,   plaything,   shop,   policeman.
Without departing from our principle that the choice of
vocabulary should depend upon its present utility to the
Indian pupil, that words should be taught because he is
frequently thinking the ideas which correspond to them
and can thus be using them as soon as they are taught
him, it seems a pity where pictures, picture post-cards,
or photographs are easily available, not to avail oneself
of the child's spontaneous interest in scenes of other
lands and at the same time prepare him for understand-
ing English life and customs later.   It is not, however,
suggested that much time should be given to an elaborate
us e of pictures at this stage, though the teacher should
make a point of impressing on the pupil obvious con-
tr asts in what the word calls up to the English and the
Indian mind.

